
(f) Godly submission looks like…1  
 

- is willing to obey authority whenever it is wise and right to do so 
- has the best interests of others in mind 
 
- is patient and wise, approaching situations with graciousness and tact 
 
- has the courage to stand for what is right 
 
- is willing to share observations, knowledge and insight 
 
- is willing to accept the final decision of a well-meaning head, even if it 
is not your desired outcome 
 
- has faith that God has a purpose for every circumstance and works as 
part of the process, trusting God for the outcome 

 
 
 

3. Focus on marriage  
 

Love and service 
 
Scripture patterns – Ephesians 5:22-23, 1 Corinthians 11:3 
 
Scripture examples  
 
Sins & struggles 

 
 

 
1 Robyn Huck, “The dreaded S-word: submission and our proud hearts”, Journal of Biblical 
Counselling,  

Adult Sunday School - October 2023 

 

Being male, being female: part 2 
 

 

1. Recap: our purpose as men and as women 
 

(a) We were made to glorify God (Genesis 1:26-28) 
 

 

(b) The “disposition” of men/women:  
ordered toward fatherhood and motherhood 

 
Created… body and soul… to serve Christ together… through 
- dominion (e.g. “manage”/”rule” 1 Tim. 3:4, 5:14) 
- fruitfulness: in family… and in church family 
 

(c) “complementary”: equal… different… fitting 
 

“a relationship of situation in which two or more different things 
improve or emphasize each other’s qualities”  

Andrew Wilson, “Beautiful Complementarity” 

Man: like God, as a… 
 

Guardian 
 “to work/minister it & keep/guard it” 
(Genesis 2:15) 
Same verbs for Levites in Numbers 3:7-8, 18:7 

 

Provider 
 “… the ground Adamah… by the sweat of  
your face you shall eat bread…” 
(Genesis 3:17-19) 

Woman: like God, as a… 
 

Helper 
“helper” 
(Genesis 2:18,20) 
Used of God, e.g. Exodus 18:4, “God is my help”  
 

Life-giver 
“… Eve…  
the mother of all the living.” 
(Genesis 3:20) 

While waiting to begin: Can you think of people in your life who have been 
like a father or mother to you? Who were they? Why do think of them in 
those ways? Why does the church need people like that? 
 



 
 

2. Biblical authority and submission 

(a) Christ is the perfect model of being a head… and  
having a head 
 
 
 
(b) Having authority does not determine your value 
 
 
 
(c) All people are called to submission 

 
 

 
(d) Both leader & follower must set aside selfishness… 

pursue Christ together… for the good of others  
e.g. Mark 10:45, 2 Samuel 23:1-4 

 
 
 

(e) Godly submission is often misunderstood: is it… 

 
 

Discuss: what does it mean to be a “father” or “mother” 
… especially if you don’t have children? 
 

Here are some passages which show us the apostle Paul’s  
approach to church and to ministry.  
 

1. What clues do we find to help us grow in our calling  
as fathers and mothers?  

 
2. What do we learn about heart attitudes… character traits…  

actions and activities? 
 

Romans 16:13 
1 Thessalonians 2:7-12  
1 Timothy 1:1-3, 1:18, 5:1-2 
 

 


